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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1948. 

August,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Whitefield. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1948  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  July  5th, 
1948,  and  from  that  date  the  personal  health  services  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  whilst  the  environmental 
health  services,  including  the  control  of  infectious  disease,  re¬ 
mained  with  the  District  Council. 

A  divisional  scheme  of  administration  was  set  up  in  order 
to  maintain  local  influence,  and  as  your  Medical  Officer  is  also 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  co-ordination  of  County  and  District 
Health  Services  is  assured. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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General  Summary. 

I  he  operation  ol  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  transferred 
the  Ambulance  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  services  to  the 
County  Council,  but  these  services  continued  to  be  operated  by  the 
District  Council  at  the  request  of  the  County  Council  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

Other  changes  ol  particular  importance  were  the  treatment 
of  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  free  of  charge,  and  their  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  most  suitable  infectious  disease  hospital  without  regard 
to  local  boundaries,  and  the  free  bacteriological  examination  of 
milk  and  water  samples  and  pathological  specimens  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service. 


I  he  year  has  been  notable  for  the  low  death  rate  and  the 
low  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  apart  from  measles. 

^  ith  a  live  birthrate  of  15.5  per  1,000  residents,  and  a  death 
rate  of  10.5,  there  was  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  65. 

No  deaths  occurred  Irom  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  and 
only  20  cases  were  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital,  of  which 
17  were  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a  mother  at  the  time 
of  confinement.  The  baby  was  not  affected,  and  the  mother 
made  a  good  recovery. 

The  other  case,  a  child  of  6,  was  notified  as  a  late  case,  and 
admitted  to  an  Orthopa?dic  Hospital. 

The  water  supply  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the 
standard  of  the  milk  supply  is  unchanged.  It  is  still  advisable 
to  boil  milk  before  use. 

I  hirty-two  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  during  the 
year ;  two  were  bv  private  enterprise.  The  houses  were  of  the 
three-bedroom  type.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list 
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for  Council  Houses  on  the  31st  December,  1948,  was  reported 
to  be  435. 

Forty-six  houses  are  under  construction  and  will  shortly  be 
completed.  Thirty-six  houses  are  contemplated  under  the  next 
scheme. 


Table  1.  —STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area — 3,261  acres. 

Population — Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  : — 

resident  population  mid  1948  13,030. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books  at  the  end 
of  1948—4,239. 

Rateable  Value  1948 — £78,698. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1947/48 — -£319. 


Table  II.  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1948. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

195 

108 

87  1 

Live 

Births 

Illegitimate 

7 

3 

4 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

Total 

202 

111 

91 

population — 15.5. 

Still  Births 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births — 14. 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

137 

72 

65 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  average 
population— 10.5. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  causes  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — • 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  8  4  4 

Illegitimate  1  1  — 

Total  954 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  44.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  41.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  142.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  28 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ...  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1 

1 


Table  III.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1948. 

M.  F. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  1  — 

Tuberculosis  (Non-respiratory)  ...  .  —  — 

Acute  Polioencephalitis .  —  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  • —  1 

Diabetes .  2  1 

Syphilitic  Disease  .  —  — 

Cancer  of  breast  .  —  4 

Cancer  (stomach  and  duodenum)  .  3  2 

Cancer  (other  sites)  .  11  8 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  .  6  11 

Heart  Disease  .  20  15 

Other  circulatory  diseases  .  1  2 

Whooping"  Cough  . —  — 

Bronchitis . 7  5 

Pneumonia  .  4  3 

Other  respiratory  diseases .  1  1 

Other  digestive  diseases .  1  1 

Appendicitis .  —  — 

Nephritis .  2  1 

Maternal  causes  (non-puerperal)  .  —  — 

Premature  birth  .  1  2 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries  ...  3  — 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  .  1  — 

Suicide .  1  — 

Other  violent  causes .  1  — 

All  other  causes .  6  8 


All  causes  .  .  72  65 


Total  . 


137 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I  he  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and 
quantity  throughout  the  year. 

i\o  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  R.  Wyllie,  Engineer,  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board,  reports 
that  138  bacteriological  and  33  chemical  examinations  were  made 
of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply,  and  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Samples  taken  for  plumbo-solvency  were  mainly  satisfactory. 
Lime  treatment  of  the  water  is  applied  at  the  reservoirs. 

All  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  source. 

4,161  houses  are  supplied  direct  from  the  public  mains.  The 
only  extensions  of  the  supply  during  the  year  were  to  new  pro¬ 
perty. 

Section  C. — Housing  1936  Act. 

Full  details  of  housing  inspections  and  action  under  statutory 
powers  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

There  is  no  official  overcrowding,  but  the  standard  of  two 
persons  per  room  is  one  which  is  so  low  that  difficulties  arise  such 
as  moral  overcrowding  in  bedrooms. 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  with  the  construction  of  about 
thirty-six  new  permanent  houses  each  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Licences.— The  following  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936  and  1938,  have  been  issued 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (1) 

Bottling  .. 

(2) 

Distribution 

6 

Accredited  Milk  (1) 

Bottling  . 

...  Nil. 

(2) 

Distribution  ... 

Pasteurised  Milk  (1) 

Bottling  . 

...  Nil. 

(2) 

Retail  Distributors  ... 

...  5 
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(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  38  milk  purveyors  other 
than  cow-keepers.  Regular  inspections  of  the  premises 
were  made  during  the  year. 

(c)  Farms. — There  are  16  dairy  farms  and  260  cows  in  the 
district.  All  the  farms  in  the  district  were  inspected 
monthly  with  a  view  to  cleanliness,  lime-washing,  and 
structural  condition.  The  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  the 
milkers  was  also  watched,  together  with  methods  for 
sterilising  the  utensils,  cooling,  bottling,  and  sterilising  the 
milk. 

(d)  Samples. 

(1)  For  tuberculous  milk — 35  samples — none  found  to  con¬ 
tain  tubercle  bacilli. 

(21  For  bacterial  content — 11  samples.  18  unsatisfactory. 

(3)  For  efficient  pasteurisation.  Phosphatase  Test  —  4 
samples — 4  satisfactory,  0  unsatisfactory. 

The  large  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  samples  emphasises 
the  need  to  boil  all  raw  milk  before  use. 

Meat  Supply. 

Because  of  rationing,  the  meat  supply  and  distribution  are 
centralised,  and  there  is  now  very  little  local  slaughtering.  It 
is  still  very  necessary  to  inspect  meat  coming  into  the  shops. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  of  meat 
and  other  foods  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and 
reference  is  made  to  the  Burnley  Meat  Case. 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  in  the  area  16  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  four,  all 
of  which  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  this 
commodity  there  ait  quite  a  n  m  rf  street  vendors 
into  the  area,  and  the  vehicles  used  by  these  people  often  leave 
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much  to  be  desired,  and  unfortunately  control  in  this  direction  is 
ne§"^ig'ible.  One  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
sale  of  unwrapped  ice-cream,  particularly  on  the  street,  will  be 
prohibited. 


Bakehouses,  Food  Shops,  Fish  Fryers,  and  Meat  Shops. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above  premises 
throughout  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Posters  relating  to  the  need  for  personal  cleanliness  when 
handling  food  have  been  circulated  to  all  Food  Shops. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Disease. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  General  Summary  to  the  free 
treatment  of  infectious  disease  at  any  suitable  hospital. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  pathological  specimens  are 
also  made  without  charge  at  the  new  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

1  he  National  Health  Service  Act  requires  copies  of  all  noti¬ 
fications  of  infectious  diseases  to  be  forwarded  without  delay  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

In  practice  these  notifications  are  sent  to  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  so  that  he  may  correlate  action  within  the  health 
division  and  to  enable  Divisional  Committees  to  gain  a  regular 
knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  their 
area. 


Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  now  supplied  by  the  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Service,  and  the  centres  for  this  district  are  the  Bury  General 
Hospital  and  the  Northern  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Infectious  disease  apart  from  Measles  has  been  very  small 
in  amount.  Cases  have  been  mild  in  character,  and  there  were 
no  deaths.  The  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  have  already  been 
mentioned  in  the  General  Summary. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  became  the  responsibility  for  the 
County  Council  on  July  5th,  but  the  service  was  not  transferred 
during  the  year.  The  figures  for  1948  are  included  in  this  report, 
and  co-operation  between  the  District  Council  and  County  Council 
will  be  necessary  for  propaganda  purposes. 
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Table  IV. 


Disease 

Corr’cted 
Total  of 
notified 

cases 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

26 

17 

- — 

croup) 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles) 

215 

— 

- — - 

Whooping  cough 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and 

21 

— 

— 

Influenza) 

7 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Total  number  of  cases 

277 

20 

— 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  during  1947  : — 

Diphtheria  —  5.  Typhoid  —  Nil. 


TABLE  V. — NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1948. 
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Figures  show  actual  number  of  cases  after  correction  of  diagnosis. 
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Table  VI. 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunisation  during  the  year  1948. 


0 — 4  years 

5 — 14  years 

Total  under 

15  years 

No.  of  Children 
receiving  a 
Reinforcing 
injection 

225 

21 

246 

93 

Table  VII. 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1948. 


Age  at  31-12-47  i.e.- 

Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1947 

1 

1946 

2 

1945 

3 

1944 

4 

1943 

5 — 9 
1938- 
1942 

10—14 

1933- 

1947 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised 

74 

181 

153 

128 

19o 

761 

658 

2,151 

Estimated  Mid-Year 
Population  1948 

V. 

9 

V.  J 

2,799 

V 

1,143 

1,6 

56 

Percentage  of  children  Immunised:  0 — 5  years — 64% 

5 — 15  years— 85% 
Total  under  15  years  of  age — 77%. 


Children  treated  privately  not  included. 
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Table  VIII. 
DIPHTHERIA. 


Year.  No  of  Cases.  No. 

1933  17  . 

1934  11  . 

1935  14  . 

1936  17  . 

1937  14  . 

1938  51  . 

1939  32  . 

*1940  .  6  . 

1941  3  . 

1942  Nil . 

1943  Nil . 

1944  4  . 

1945  5  . 

1946  Nil . 

1947  1  . 

1948  Nil . 


of  Deaths. 
1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  IX. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1948. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t'ry 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t’ry 

M. 

F.  1 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years  0 — 1 

1  5 

1 

,,  ±  U 

„  5—10 . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  15—20 

oc\  oc 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

,,  ZU - ZD. .  .. 

„  25—35 . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  35  45 . 

3 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  45—55 . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

„  55—65 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  65  &  upwards.  .. 

~ 

Totals  ... 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10 

3 

1 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


Inspections  in  regard  to  general  hygiene,  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  been  carried  out. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories.  Details  of  the  inspections  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector’s  Report.  A  report  given  under  Section  128  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  is  appended. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

Provision  is  made  here  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  who  are  living  in  insani¬ 
tary  conditions  and  who  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention.  No  action  was  necessary  during  the  period  5th  July — 
31st  December,  1948. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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S.R.  &  O.  1938  No.  488. 

i.e.  Works  of  Building  and  Engineering  Construction,  Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  factories. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Whitefield. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Whitefield, 

August,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Whitefield. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  20th 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  district  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 

During  the  period  under  review  1,383  premises  have  been 
visited,  414  defects  or  nuisances  were  found,  and  746  abated. 

226  Informal  Notices  and  9  Statutory  Notices  served. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  district  is  practically  all 
on  water  carriage  system,  with  the  exception  of  the  houses  in  the 
Hillock  area,  this  area  being  far  from  ideal,  there  being  no  proper 
system  of  drainage,  and  the  majority  of  privy  middens  being 
of  the  open  type. 

There  are  115  waste  water  closets  in  the  area.  This  type  of 
closet  is  very  insanitary,  and  one  looks  forward  to  the  day  when 
these  will  be  converted  to  fresh  water  closets. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  staff  in  general,  my  appreciation  of  the  valued  assistance  and 
co-operation  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Complaints .  98 

Bakehouses  .  34 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds .  102 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Knackers  Yard  .  14 

Food  Shops,  etc .  183 

Factories  re  Smoke  .  8 

Factories  .  33 

Smoke  Observations .  2 

DWELLING  HOUSES  : 

Public  Health  Acts  .  81 

Housing  Acts .  6 

Infectious  Diseases .  17 

Council  Houses  .  107 

REVISITS— DWELLING  HOUSES  : 

Housing  Acts .  42 

Public  Health  Acts  .  194 

Infectious  Diseases .  1 

Council  Houses .  9 

Drains — New  Buildings  .  2 

Old  Buildings  .  71 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  10 

Builders  and  Owners  Interviewed .  40 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts  .  25 

WORK  IN  PROGRESS  : 

Public  Health  Act .  28 

Housing  Act .  73 

Shops  Act .  11 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  18 

Cleansing  Visits .  44 

Miscellaneous  .  90 


21 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

1946.  1947.  1948. 

Stairs  repaired  .  —  —  4 

Ceiling  and  Walls  replastered  .  24  28  92 

New  Skirting  Boards  fixed  .  —  —  2 

Floor  repaired  or  renewed .  2  15  38 

Dampness  Abated  .  16  13  48 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  5  9  44 

New  Sinks  fixed  .  1  4  16 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired  .  3  2  6 

Ventilation  Improved  .  3  —  10 

Fire  Ranges  Repaired  .  —  —  12 

Door  renewed  or  repaired  .  1  —  15 

Handrails  fixed  .  —  2  9 

Washing  Boilers  renewed  or  repaired  .  1  2  5 

Houses  Cleansed  .  3  3  3 

Brickwork  Repaired .  3  —  6 

Adequate  Water  Supply  Provided  .  —  2  — 

Cisterns  Renewed  .  —  —  3 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES  : 

Damp  Course  .Inserted  .  —  —  2 

Roofs  Repaired  .  11  18  22 

Walls  Repointed .  8  12  25 

Chimneys  Repaired  or  Rebuilt  .  1  11  23 

Eaves  Gutters  Renewed  or  Repaired .  8  14  24 

Yards  Repaired  or  Re-paved  .  13  5  8 

Rainwater  Pipes  Renewed  .  8  3  13 

Rainwater  Pipes  Disconnected  from  drains...  12  3 

Brickwork  Repaired .  5  3  10 

Walls  rebuilt  .  1  —  5 

Yard  Walls  repaired .  2  4  5 

Coal  Stores  rebuilt .  3  —  — 

New  Cills  Fixed  .  —  —  1 

Paths  relaid .  —  —  4 

Slate  hangings  repaired  .  —  —  1 
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DRAINAGE. 


1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948 

Drains  cleansed  . 

16 

15 

13 

13 

Drains  repaired . 

7 

5 

6 

3 

Drains  reconstructed . 

— 

2 

6 

— 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed  . 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  . 

— 

3 

2 

— 

Intercepting  Traps  Fixed . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Ventilating  Shafts  Repaired  . 

— 

— 

6 

7 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

W.C.  Fittings  Renewed  or  Repaired  ... 

5 

2 

4 

3 

W.C.  Structures  repaired  or  rebuilt... 

1 

2 

8 

7 

W.£.  Service  Pipes  repaired  . 

7 

3 

8 

6 

Pail  Closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privy 

closets  . 

— 

1 

8 

1 

Rochdale  Pails  renewed  . 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Additional  Closets  provided  . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  fresh 

water  closets  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  . 

— 

'  — 

— 

4 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired  ..  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Privy  Middens  Repaired  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  HOUSE  REFUSE. 


Dust  Bins  renewed  .  128  278  271  239 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  Privy 

Middens . —  1  3  — 

Disused  Ashpits  abolished  .  3  7  12 

Bin  Sheds  Repaired  .  1  —  —  — 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  —  —  2  — 

Miscellaneous  .  3  4  3  _ 

Accumulations  renewed  .  3  2  1  1 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  list  of  inspections  and  tables  of 
improvements  effected  that  much  time  has  been  devoted  by  the 
Department  to  work  in  connection  with  housing  of  the  working 
classes,  though  this  work  has  been  carried  out  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  conditions  of  cottage  property,  there  still  remains 
a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  area  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  but  through  force  of  circumstances  the  Council  are, 
at  the  present,  unable  to  deal  with  them. 

In  the  previous  report  mention  was  made  of  inspections  hav¬ 
ing  been  carried  out  of  property  in  the  Green  Lane  Area,  as  a 
result  of  which  extensive  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  a 
number  of  houses  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  six  representations  were  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Demolition  Orders  made  accordingly.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
7  Demolition  Orders  were  still  outstanding  due  to  the  difficulty 
of  finding  housing  accommodation  for  the  occupiers. 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  overcrowding  on  the  register 
was  two.  This  figure  is  taken  on  what  is  the  legal  standard  of 
overcrowding,  but  this  cannot,  I  feel,  be  a  true  picture  of  the 
number  of  people  who  are  living  under  overcrowded  conditions, 
if  not  from  a  legal  standard,  a  moral  standard,  as  can  be  shown 
by  the  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  it  was  not  found  necessary  for 
the  Council  to  treat  any  houses  for  infestation  of  the  bed  bug 
during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  FOOD 

SUPPLY. 

The  work  appertaining  to  the  control  in  distribution  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  food  supply  is  one  that  has  received  careful  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Department  throughout  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated  list  of  inspections  that  of 
the  1,383  inspections  carried  out,  333  were  to  premises  where  food 
was  either  prepared  or  sold. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  commenced  of  all  food  premises 
in  the  area  to  ascertain  how  far  the  premises  conformed  to  the 
requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The 
survey  is  not  as  yet  completed,  but  in  respect  of  those  premises 
which  have  been  inspected  conditions  generally  were  satisfactory. 
In  some  instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  not  a  permanent 
supply  of  hot  water.  In  most  cases  shopkeepers  were  willing  to 
co-operate. 

It  was  also  found  that  some  shopkeepers  still  continue  to  use 
sawdust  on  the  floor  of  the  shop,  the  reasons  given  for  its  use  is 
known  to  all  those  connected  with  Public  Health,  but  I  feel  that 
the  use  of  such  a  material  in  any  food  premises  is  not  hygienic, 
and  should  be  abolished. 

Milk  Supply. 

Systematic  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  cowsheds  and 
dairies  in  the  area. 

There  are  16  dairy  farms  in  the  area,  two  of  which  produce 
accredited  milk. 

Much  time  was  devoted  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
taking  of  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  Forty-one 
samples  were  taken,  the  result  of  which  are  given  in  the  following 
table. 

Of  the  41  samples  taken  18  were  unsatisfactory.  It  is  hoped 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  samples  will  satisfy  the  test 
applied.  This,  I  am  sure,  could  be  achieved  without  difficulty 
if  more  attention  was  given  to  proper  sterilisation  of  equipment, 
as  one  can  have  the  most  modern  premises  and  equipment  but  if 
the  proper  methods  of  production  are  not  applied  unsatisfactory 
samples  will  be  the  result. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provision  of  the  above  Act  relating-  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  F.  Hall,  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  following  summary  of  works  carried  out  in  this 
district  : — 


SAMPLES  TAKEN. 


A  total  of  67  samples  was 
other  44  comprising  : — 

3  Sulphur  ointment 
3  tincture  of  iodine  (weak) 

1  cloves,  ground 
1  cinnamon,  ground 
1  mixed  spice,  ground 
1  diabetic  marmalade 
1  diabetic  jam 
1  mixed  spice 
1  olive  oil 
3  soups  canned 
1  cooking  fat 
1  gin 

1  margarine 
1  whisky 


obtained,  23  being  of  milk  and  the 

2  bicarbonate  of  soda 

2  seidlitz  powders 
1  dates 

1  prunes 

3  tea 

2  oats 

1  puffed  wheat 
5  beef  sausage 
1  sugar 
1  icing  sugar 
1  butter 

1  sugar  (cubes) 

2  semolina 
1  oatmeal. 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  Countv  Analyst 
to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample 


Result  Action  Taken 


1  tincture  of 
Iodine  (weak) 

1  Seidlitz 
powder 

1  Beef 

Sausage 

1  Whisky 


Deficient  0.18  per  cent  of  Packers 
the  minimum  amount  of  notified 
Iodine. 

Contents  of  blue  packets  Packers 

weighed  11.8  and  11 .7  grammes  interviewed 
instead  of  10.0  grammes 

Contained  115  parts  per  Vendor 

million  sulphite  preservative  cautioned 
without  declaration 


Contained  3.0  per  cent  ex-  Vendor 
cess  water  cautioned 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following'  unsound  foods  were  condemned  and  surien- 
dered  from  shops  in  the  area : — 

70  lbs.  of  Lemon  Sole. 

57  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

92  Tins  of  Fruit. 

2  Tins  of  Peas. 

1  Tin  of  Ox  Tongue. 

2  Tins  of  Sausage. 

2  Tins  of  Fish. 

2|  lbs.  of  Bacon. 

Burnley  Meat  Case. 

In  April  a  request  was  received  from  the  County  Borough  of 
Burnley  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  the  activities  of  a  Burnley  firm 
and  others  in  this  district.  From  the  investigation  carried  out 
it  was  found  that  the  firm  had  made  deliveries  in  this  area  of  a 
small  amount  of  cooked  meats,  but  such  deliveries  ceased  on  it 
being  found  that  the  quality  was  not  up  to  standard. 

The  above  case  shows  a  need  for  an  alteration  in  the  present 
legislation  dealing  with  the  production  and  sale  of  cooked  meats. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Knackers  Yard. 

During  the  year  a  licence  was  granted  in  respect  of  a  knackers 
yard  at  Brick  House  Farm,  Unsworth.  Work  commenced  in 
October,  and  frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises,  which 
have  been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  sanitary  accommodation  in 
the  area  on  the  31st  December,  1948: — 

Fresh  water  Closets  .  4141  Dust  Bins  .  4379 

Privy  Closets  .  45  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  115 

PaiL  Closets  .  46  Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  23 

The  following  conversions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : 

1  Privy  Closet  converted  to  pail  closet. 

2  Waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical). 

Thirty-three  inspections  were  made  to  Factory  premises  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Four  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories  during  the  period  under  review,  which  received  attention 
on  the  owners’  notice  being  drawn  to  them. 

REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES. 

Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers  .  4 

Bakehouses  .  13 

Confectioners  .  2 

Gas  Appliances  .  2 

Towel  and  Tape  Weaving .  4 

Joiners  and  Builders  ...  .  11 

Plumbers  .  4 

Cycle  Repairs  ...  .  1 

Dry  Cleaners  .  1 

Plastics  .  1 

Plaster  Casts  .  1 

Electrical  Repairs  ...  .  1 

Blacksmiths  .  1 

Engineers  .  1 

Weaving  .  4 

Printers  . 2 

Furniture  Manufacturers,  etc .  4 

Spot  Welding  .  ...  .  1 

Motor  Engineers  .  ...  .  4 

Tailors  .  ...  .  2 

Rubber  Works  . 1 

Boot  Repairers,  etc .  5 

70 

Bakehouses 

84  Inspections  were  made  to  the  13  bakehouses  in  the  area. 
In  two  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  occupiers  to  the  need  for  limewashing. 

Factory  Act,  1937.  Section  34.  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

Two  certificates  under  section  34,  Factories  Act,  1937,  were 
issued  during  the  year. 


30 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  Abatement  is  a  subject  which  is  receiving-  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  in  past  years,  and  though  only  two  timed  observations 
were  taken,  many  visits  were  made  to  the  Factories  in  the  area, 
and  discussions  have  taken  place  with  works  managers  and  engi¬ 
neers  and  boiler  firemen  on  the  need  for  reduction  in  smoke  emis¬ 
sions. 

In  several  instances  the  inferior  quality  of  fuel  has  been  the 
reason  put  forward  for  excess  emissions. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Order,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  work  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  has  received  full 
attention  by  the  Department  during-  the  period  under  review.  There 
are  two  employees  trained  in  the  recognised  technique  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  their  services  are  available  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  infestations  and  giving  advice. 

The  work  of  maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried 
out  twice  during  the  year. 

First  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited — 486,  with  the  following 
result : — 

Complete  poison  takes  1  manhole. 

Partial  poison  takes  389  manholes. 

No  takes  from  96  manholes. 

Second  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited — 492,  with  the  following 
result  : — 

Complete  poison  takes  11  manholes. 

Partial  poison  takes  270  manholes. 

No  takes  from  211  manholes. 

Whitefield  forms  part  of  Workable  Area  Committee  No.  15, 
and  vour  representatives  on  such  Committee  were  Councillor  H. 
Miller  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Rodent  Consultative 
Committee. 
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Rag  Flock  Act. 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  area  from  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured  or  sold  is  one. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Petrol  Licences. 

During  the  year  16  licences  were  renewed. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1949. 

During  the  period  under  review,  with  a  view  to  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  the  department,  the  Refuse  Collection  Staff  was 
increased  from  five  loaders  to  six. 

There  was  during  the  year  an  improvement  in  the  delivery  of 
dust  bins. 

The  revenue  from  the  sale  of  salvage  surpassed  any  previous 
year,  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  public  generally,  salvage  stewards, 
and  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  co-operation  in  this 
work. 

Consideration  has  been  given  by  the  Committee  to  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste,  and  in  this  direction 
individual  kitchen  waste  containers  have  been  provided  to  the 
new  houses  on  the  Elms  Estate.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  this  scheme 
still  further,  and  abolish  the  communal  bin,  which  it  is  felt  is 
far  from  ideal  for  reasons  which  are,  I  feel  sure,  obvious  to  all. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  salvage  collected  during 
the  period  under  review. 
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T. 

Waste  Paper 

103 

Newsprint 

24 

Rags 

5 

Woollens 

1 

Bottles 

17 

Lead 

— • 

i 

Iron  . 

3 

Aluminium 

— 

Cartons 

— - 

Kitchen  Waste 

140 

Concentrate 

68 

Rubber 

— 

String  . 

— 

Canvas 

qr. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

— 

660 

9 

2 

2 

3 

324 

8 

8 

3 

25 

101 

9 

2 

1 

22 

21 

9 

— 

3 

— 

68 

16 

8 

0 

1 

12 

4 

— 

3 

— 

9 

1 

10 

1 

26 

3 

5 

— - 

— - 

— 

14 

1 

10 

— 

— 

210 

15 

— 

— 

— - 

390 

1 

10 

1 

22 

4 

1Z 

2 

6 

— 

22 

2 

9 

1 

£1823 

5 

9 

c. 

14 

19 

5 

3 

12 

3 

1711 

10 

8 

5 

4 

8 


4 


